
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Regathering Updates: 

 

Thank you for all the hard work of launching your 

programs whether it was in September or October.  

Your dedication to Jesus and your local parish 

community continues to be inspiring.  I wanted to take 

a few moments to update you on a few issues being 

brought to our attention.   

 

 Parents failing to inform the parish when a family member has tested positive for 

COVID-19.  So far, we have not learned of any child/teen who has attended a parish 

formation session who has COVID-19.  However, there are cases where children/teens 

have attended their formation sessions even when a a sibling has been exposed to 

COVID-19, is asymptomatic, and quarantining at home.  Often other parents are bringing 

this information to the parish catechetical leader so it can be a bit pastorally 

uncomfortable.  Here is a simple process to help you if this happens to you in your parish 

community. 

o Ask the person who brings it to your attention if you are free to share her/his 

name with the parents when contacting them about this information.  Thank this 

parent for bringing this to your attention and let them know you will need to 

contact the parents even if this person’s name is not shared. 

o Contact the parent(s) and be very pastoral.  Let them know you heard that their 

family is experiencing COVID-19 and ask what the parish can do for them.  Only 

after doing this do you want to review the timeline of potential exposure. 

o It’s important to know the definition of close contact (CDC): 

 You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for a total of 15 

minutes or more, 

 You provided care at home to someone who is sick with COVID-19, 

 You had direct physical contact with the person (hugged or kissed them), 

 You shared eating or drinking utensils, 

 They sneezed, coughed, or somehow got respiratory droplets on you. 

o If this occurs the CDC, and the Diocese of Des Moines, asks 
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 Stay home for 14 days after your last contact with a person who has 

COVID-19, 

 Watch for fever (100.4◦F), cough, shortness of breath, or other 

symptoms of COVID-19, 

 If possible, stay away from others, especially people who are at higher 

risk for getting very sick from COVID-19. 

o Scenario 1: Close contact with someone who has COVID-19—will not have 

further close contact. 

 Your last day of quarantine is 14 days from the date you had close contact. 

o Scenario 2: Close contact with someone who has COVID-19—live with the 

person but can avoid further close contact. 

 Your last day of quarantine is 14 days from when the person with COVID-

19 began home isolation. 

o Scenario 3. Under quarantine and had additional close contact with someone who 

has COVID-19. 

 You will have to restart your quarantine from the last day you had close 

contact with anyone in your house who has COVID-19. Any time a new 

household member gets sick with COVID-19 and you had close contact, 

you will need to restart your quarantine. 

o Scenario 4: Live with someone who has COVID-19 and cannot avoid continued 

close contact. 

 You should avoid contact with others outside the home while the person is 

sick, and quarantine for 14 days after the person who has COVID-19 

meets the criteria to end home isolation. 

 

Please keep asking questions.  If Justin or I do not know the answer, we ask Adam Storey or a 

member of the regathering team.   

 

Registration for Catholic Youth Camp 2021 opens at noon on Nov. 15: 
 

The staff at Catholic Youth Camp are busy planning to make 

summer 2021 the most amazing summer ever!  Please help 

them share the good news by including information about 

registration in your next parish bulletin, email update, or 

social media post.  They have made sharing information 

extra easy this year by adding a ‘Promotion Materials’ 

tab to their website! Visit HERE to find graphics or 

simply copy and paste the information attached in the 

flyer. 
  

Over the last six months, staff at CYC have gained valuable information about COVID-19 

safety: this includes field-tested best practices from countless childcare centers, schools, and 

businesses that have reopened and used various strategies to create a safe and healthy 

community. 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html
mailto:jwhite@dmdiocese.org
mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org
https://stmcenter.com/promotion-materials


Campers driving up to the St. Thomas More Center in Panora next June, July and August will 

find new cabins, a renovated Dingman Lodge and double the number of paid summer staff hired 

to ensure safety procedures are followed so everyone can have a safe experience. 

 

USCCB Seeking Your Feedback on Issues Facing Lay Ministry: 

 

The USCCB would like to learn more about the realities 

facing lay ecclesial ministers across the country.  To achieve 

that, the USCCB has created a survey that any and all lay 

leaders are invited to fill out. 

 

The purpose is:  

 to get a snapshot of the current landscape of lay 

ecclesial ministry in the Church in the U.S today;  

 to hear how the pandemic has affected them;  

 to understand the impact of the bishops’ document on lay ecclesial ministry, Co-Workers 

in the Vineyard of the Lord;  

 and to ask how the USCCB can support and advocate for lay ecclesial ministers 

throughout the United States, most especially at this uncertain time. 

 

The deadline for filling out the survey is December 15, 2020.  Thank you in advance for passing 

this survey to any lay person engaged in ministry in the Church, including those who have been 

furloughed or had their positions terminated.  This assures a more comprehensive glimpse of our 

ministry. 

 

Use this link to participate in the survey.   

 

50 Ideas for RCIA Teams During the Pandemic by Team RCIA: 
 

Our colleagues at Team RCIA have created an outstanding list of 

thoughtful formation opportunities that can be helpful when we 

aren’t gathered as we normally do.  The ideas are grouped into 

four categories: 

 Evangelization and Outreach 

 Word and Tradition 

 Community 

 Prayer and Worship 

 

Use this link for the complete list.  Below is one example of an idea they have in their toolbox to 

assist you and your team this year. 

 

1.  Host a weekly or monthly online chat on “What Catholics Think about _______.”  Fill in the 

blank with common questions about Catholics or else whatever is in the news right now.  For 

example: 

 What Catholics Think about the Bible? 

 What Catholics Think about Saints? 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M6FH8BH
https://teamrcia.com/2020/09/50-ideas-for-rcia-teams-during-the-pandemic/


 What Catholics Think about Climate Change? 

 What Catholics Think about Heaven? 

 What Catholics Think about Black Lives Matter? 

 What Catholics Think about Loneliness? 

 What Catholics Think about Unemployment? 

 What Catholics Think about Mary? 

 What Catholics Think about the Pandemic? 

 

Volunteer Challenges – Let Parish Success Group Help: 

 

Are you struggling to get 

volunteers during this time of 

virtual ministry?   If so, there is 

still time for you to sign up for the 

special master class: Recruiting, 

Training and Sustaining 

Volunteers for Missionary Discipleship. 

 

This master class will provide ten hours of step-by-step instruction, divided into four sessions. It 

will be hosted on Zoom and capped at thirty participants for optimal group learning.  The cost for 

the four sessions is $129.00 and you can invite your pastor and other ministry leaders to 

participate with you.  The class is highly interactive and emphasizes peer-to-peer feedback.  

Participants receive downloadable class materials that include all relevant documents, links, and 

handouts. 

 

The class schedule, in Central Standard time, is as follows: 

November 10   1:00pm-3:00pm  

November 12   1:00pm-4:00pm 

November 17   1:00pm-4:00pm 

November 19   1:00pm-3:00pm 

 

Register today to guarantee your spot!  Once a class is full, registrants will be placed on a 

waiting list for the next available course session. 

 

Below is the direct link to the registration page and the description of the master class: 

https://www.parishsuccessgroup-training.com/product/recruiting-training-sustaining-volunteers-

missionary-discipleship/ 

 

Spiritual & Religious Development in Neurodivergent Children & Adolescents Webinar 

from Boston College: 

At least 20% of young people are neurodivergent, diagnosed with a 

neurodevelopmental disability such as autism or developmental 

dyslexia.  While religion and spirituality are infused in cultures the 

world over, spiritual and religious development in this diverse 

population have been without substantive attention in research and 

practice.  This talk brings together theology, social work, education, 

https://www.parishsuccessgroup-training.com/product/recruiting-training-sustaining-volunteers-missionary-discipleship/
https://www.parishsuccessgroup-training.com/product/recruiting-training-sustaining-volunteers-missionary-discipleship/


psychology, and neuroscience to extend our understanding of and attention to the spiritual and 

religious experiences of these young people and their families. 

 

Sponsored by STM, Boston College School of Social Work, and generously supported by the 

Pyne Endowment Trust in Memory of Professor Margaret E. Pyne, a lifelong advocate for 

persons with disabilities 

 

Free of charge, Register Here 

 

PYNE LECTURE ON MINISTRY WITH PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

Spiritual and Religious Development in Neurodivergent Children and Adolescents 

Thursday, November 5, 5:00-6:00 p.m. CST 

Presenter: Jessica M. Black, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Director, The Cell to Society Lab, 

Boston College School of Social Work 

 

If you have questions relating to any of this, please don't hesitate to be in contact with Patty 

Origer. 

 

October Important Dates: 

 October 28 – Saints Simon & Jude, apostles 

 November 1 – All Saints Day 

 November 1-7 – Vocations Awareness Week 

 November 2 – All Souls Day 

 November 11 – Veterans Day (prayer for deceased veterans) 

 November 15 – Pregnancy & Infant Loss Awareness Day/World Day of the Poor 

 November 17 – Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 

 November 21 – Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 November 22 – Solemnity of Christ the King/Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development 

 November 23 – Saint Clement of Rome 

 November 26 – Thanksgiving Day (Thanksgiving Prayer) 

 November 29 – First Sunday of Advent (Blessing of Advent Wreath) 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

 

 

https://bccte.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qLyKo5s1QyuGBH1IJYAVCw
mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org
mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-deceased-veterans/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-2/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-an-advent-wreath/

